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INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


Many of the institutions, mores and values of modern societies 
are grounded in religious traditions of the world. Through 
religions, humans have variously attempted to connect their life 
patterns with some ultimate view of reality. To understand 
diverse cultures of the world, it is important to try to 
comprehend the religious traditions which inform them. 


The Department of Religion offers a variety.of courses in the 
areas of the world religions, ethical issues and religions and 
cultures. We offer introductory courses in World Religions, the 
History of Judaism and Understanding Religion. We also have 
courses that focus on particular religious traditions (Modern 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism) and on 
particular topics (Religion and Art in China and Japan, Major 
Psychological Theories of Religion, Religion and Healing, Women 
and Religion). 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programs in 
Religion and in Judaic Studies, and joint majors and honours 
programs, the Department of Religion offers several graduate 
programs: a Diploma in Theological, Religious and Ethical 
Studies (together with the Philosophy and Theology Departments), 
an M.A. in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in 
Judaic Studies, and a Ph.D. in Religion in which students focus 
either on Comparative Ethics or Judaism. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in 
Religion should possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of 
at least two major religious traditions. For example, the 
student who is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies should take at 
least one or two courses in a religious tradition other than 
Judaism. This basic principle reinforces the emphasis upon the 
centrality of the discipline of the History of Religions. A 
particular religious tradition can best be understood in the 
context of the general religious history of mankind. 


EMOTIONAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function 
independent of the relation of particular subjects to the job 
market. In the complex and changing culture of our society, it 
is often no longer possible or necessary to tie at least the 
first university degree to vocational training. The Department 
of Religion then, sees its prime function in this broader 
context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could 
prepare the undergraduate for further education leading to 
teaching in religion at the high school, CEGEP or university 
level. A bachelors degree in Religion could also be of benefit 
for undergraduates who plan careers in social work, law, civil 
service and other fields for which a Humanities education is 
needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the student in 
Religion with the highest grade-point average. The award is 
named after the first chairman of the Department of Religion at 
Sir George Williams University. 
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THE JANIE COOPER MEMORIAL LECTURE IN JUDAIC STUDIES 
Each year a prominent scholar in Judaic Studies comes to 
Concordia to deliver a lecture. The lectureship was endowed in 
memory of a former Judaic Studies student at Concordia by her 
husband, Howard Cooper. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All degrees from 
universities and/or schools of advanced studies that represent 
the best academic centres for the study of religion in Canada, 
the United States, Great Britain and Europe. Several have 
published books that have made a contribution to their 
particular fields of study; all have published in learned 
journals and have given papers at learned societies. They have 
also won the reputation among their students for being good 
teachers, concerned about the quality of instruction at 
Concordia University, as well as for being a faculty that is 
"available" and is committed to the development of a more 
meaningful student life. 


FULL TIME FACULTY 
Chair 


Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. 
(University of California) 


Professors 


Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 
Charles Davis,S.T.L. (Gregorian, Rome) 

Michel Despland,Th.D. (Harvard) 

Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. (Brown) 

Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 

Krishna Sivaraman, Ph.D. (Banaras) 


Associate Professors 


David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard University) 
John Rossner, Ph.D. (Heed) 


Lecturers Adjunct Associate Professors 
P. Hurteau 

N. Joseph J.B. Lightman 

H. Joseph D. Rome 


M. Saunders 


Religion 211/3 -AA (6 credits) W. 2025-2230 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 
Instructor: TBA 


In this introductory course in religion, we will endeavor to 
gain an understanding of religion by investigating what the 
religious life means to the people who live it. The general 
text UNDERSTANDING RELIGIOUS LIFE by Frederick Streng, will 
provide the framework for setting up our investigation of the 
central texts of the course, the personal documents of religious 
individuals, that is, autobiographies, diaries, journals, and 
letters. These documents will include short excerpts and full 
texts. In exploring dimensions of religious life revealed in 
these documents, theories and insights from various disciplines, 
especially psychology and sociology, will be utilized. 


Requirements: To be announced. 


Required Texts: 


F. Streng, UNDERSTANDING RELIGIOUS LIFE, third edition 
Dorothy Day, THE LONG LONELINESS 

Kim Chernin, IN MY MOTHER'S HOUSE 

Malcolm X, AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Gandhi, AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

XEROXED SHORT SELECTIONS FROM OTHER AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WORKS. 


Religion 213/3 -A (6 credits) T.J.1015-1130 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 
Instructor: Professor Sheila McDonough 


Once the basic theoretical structure of the course has been 
established, the focus of the lectures and readings for the 
first term will be upon Hinduism, Buddhism and Chinese 
Religions. The second term begins with an overview of Jewish, 
Christian and Islamic religious traditions. A survey of 
"lesser" religious traditions is, then, followed by a series of 
"special topics", such as "The Impact of Asian Religions upon 
North America". Throughout the course an attempt is made to 
relate religious traditions to "modernity", and guest lecturers 
will lead discussions on that theme. Considerable use will be 
made of movies and slides in order to provide a visual 
presentation of the religious traditions to be studied. 


Students who might wish to do a more in-depth study of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam are referred to "Religion 222, 313, 319, 
327-330, 361-363". 

Requirements: Two In-Class Examinations; Two papers. 


Text: 


R. Ellwood, MANY PEOPLE, MANY FAITHS. 
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Religion 213/3 - AA (6 credits) 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD M. 2025-2230 
Instructor: Professor Pierre Hurteau 


Once the basic theoretical structure of the course has been 
established, the focus of the lectures and of the readings for 
the first term will be upon HINDU and CHINESE BUDDHIST 
religious traditions, after which (unfortunately) only four 
class periods will be given to a brief consideration of Jewish, 
Christian and Islamic traditions. These presentations, however, 
will be given by specialists in the study of each tradition. 
One of the last class meetings will be a feminist critique of 
patriarchal religious traditions, bringing to the class a panel 
of feminist scholars. Considerable use will be made of movies, 
videos and slides in order to provide a visual presentation of 
the religious traditions to be studied. 


Students who might wish to do a more in-depth study of JUDAISM, 
CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM ARE REFERRED TO: 
Religion 222, 313, 319, 327-330, 361-363. 


Requirements: 
Two In-Class Examinations; Two papers. 


Text: 
R. Ellwood, MANY PEOPLE, MANY FAITHS 


Religion 222/3 - A (6 credits) W.F. 1015-1130 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM 
Instructors: Professor Ira Robinson 

Professor Norma Joseph 


This course is designed to give an introduction to the history 
of the Jewish people and of Judaism from ancient times to the 
present. It will also provide an introduction to the social 
scientific study of contemporary Jewish communities and Judaic 
expressions, including a survey of the rituals, practices and 
ceremonies of contemporary Jews. It will examine the 
continuities and changes in Jewish society, institutions, 
concepts and traditions through the ages. 


Requirements: Two mid-term in-class examinations. 
Two end-of-semester take-home examinations. 


Required Texts: Jacob Neusner, The Way of Torah 
Robert Seltzer, Jewish People, Jewish Thought 
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Religion 301/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 1805-2010 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 
Instructor: Prof. Sandra Little 


This course is based on the understanding that the Bible is a 
human creation and that one cannot speak of the meaning of 
Biblical texts without some paradigm or model (explicit or 


implicit) by means of which one interprets these texts. The 
course therefore attempts to examine biblical texts from a 
number of explicit theoretical perspectives - historical 


critical, literary critical, socio-anthropological and feminist 
hermeneutical. 


Requirements: 


in-class’ mid-term quiz. ......660.. 40% 
A final take-home exam............ 55% 
Particination.. cress: te ee ee 5% 


Texts: Bible (recommended: The Jerusalem Bible; The New Oxford 
Annotated Bible) 
Other texts to be announced. 


Religion 301/4 - A (3 credits) 
THE HEBREW BIBLE T. 1605-1755 
Instructor: Professor Sandra Little 


Course description, requirements and texts - as above. 


Religion 302/4 - AA (3 credits) J.1805-2010 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Instructor: Professor Sandra Little 


This course will focus on the history, thought and social world 
of the Christian movement in the first and second centuries of 
the common era. The main source will be the literature of the 
New Testament canon, but non-canonical Christian texts of this 
period will also be examined. A number of critical approaches 
to reading the New Testament literature will be presented, and 
the problems involved in using this literature as a source book 
for historical, social and theological information will be 
discussed. 


Requirements: 


In-class mid-term quiz.......... 40% 
Take-home final exam............ 55% 
Paxrticipattions ee ace cies cele s ss sis ¢ 5% 


Required Text: 
Joseph B. Tyson, The New Testament and Early Christianity 


(2nd edition) New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1984. 
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Religion 313/3 - A (6 credits) T.J. 1145-1300 
ISLAM 
Instructor: Professor Sheila McDonough 

(with Mr. Ahmed, Lecturer) 


The teachings of the Qur’an and the life and example of the 


Prophet Muhammad will be studied in detail. The later 
developments of Islamic thought and practices in law, theology, 
philosophy and mysticism will be considered. Examples will be 


given to modern developments in Iran, Pakistan, Egypt and other 
Muslim countries. 


Requirements: Two short exams first term; one paper, 1 take home 
exam second term. 


Texts: Fazlur Rahman, Ethical Themes in the Quran 
F. Denny, Islam 


Religion 314/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
THE BUDDHIST TRADITION 
Instructor: To be announced 


An introduction to the Buddhist tradition examining basic 
elements present throughout most Buddhist sects, such as: the 
life of the Buddha; the ethical, intellectual and meditative 
commitments of the aspirant; worship, and the relation of the 
Buddhist community to the secular government. 


Requirements and Texts - to be announced. 


Religion 316/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
CHINESE RELIGION 
Instructor: To be announced 


An examination of the religious life of the Chinese people. 
Emphasis is placed upon the way in which each community, family 
and individual draws upon the common stock of religious elements 
(Confucian, Taoist, Buddhist, Shamanistic) to forge a religion 
suited to its needs. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 312 may not 
take this course for credit. 


Requirements and Text to be announced. 
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Religion 320/2 - AA (3 credits) M. 1805-2010 
HINDU THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS IN THE 

ANCIENT PERIOD (1500-2000 B.C.) 

Instructor: To be announced 


PREREQUISITE: 213 or permission of the Department. 


An introduction to the religious thought and institutions of 
Ancient India, as depicted in Vedic literature, with primary 
emphasis upon the Upanisads. Although topics may vary from year 
to year, attention is given to Vedic world views, rituals and 
characteristic religious institutions, such as the Brahmanical 
sacrificial cult and the Upanisadic philosophical/ascetic 
schools. 


Requirements and Texts to be Announced. 


Religion 321/4 - AA (3 credits) M. 1805-2010 
HINDU THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

Instructor: To be announced 


PREREQUISITE: 213 or permission of the Department. 


The focus of this course is upon the Bhagavad Gita as the 
principal text that mediates between the Vedic Period and the 
later developments of Hindu sectarianism, characteristic of the 
Medieval Period. The religious thought and the various theories 
of action (Yogas) are analyzed using commentaries written by 
classical and contemporary authors and interpreters. 


Religion 322/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 2025-2230 
THE SAIVA TRADITIONS OF HINDUISM 
Instructor: To be announced 


PREREQUISITE: 213 or permission of the Department. 


A survey of the histories, doctrines and cults of Saivism as a 
characteristic development of the Medieval Period, with special 
emphasis upon the Saiva Siddhanta and the Kasmini Saiva 
traditions. 


Religion 327/2 - ZA (3 credits) W. 1830-2030 
MEDIEVAL JEWISH THOUGHT & Saidye Bronfman Centre 
INSTITUTIONS 


Instructor: , Professor Howard Joseph 


In this course, we will explore the social, religious, and 
intellectual history of the Jews in the Middle Ages. The focus 
of the course will be on the intellectual and spiritual 
achievements of the Jews in the medieval period, a time of 
struggle, growth and creativity for the Jewish People. 


Requirements and Texts to be announced. 
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Religion 331/2 - A (3 credits) T. J.1315-1430 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: Personal 

Probable Special Topic - Sexual Ethics 

Instructor: To be announced. 


This course identifies and analyzes ethical issues arising at 


the personal level today. Issues are discussed in the context 
of the inter-relationship between moral values and religious 
convictions. Topics vary from year to year, but some examples 


of areas that raise ethical and religious questions for personal 
existence are: affluence, alienation, work, leisure, aging, 
drugs. 


Texts and requirements to be announced. 


Religion 332/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1315-1430 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: SOCIETAL 

Probable Special Topic - World Poverty & 

Environmental Issues 

Instructor: To be announced 


This course identifies and analyzes ethical issues arising from 
social groups today. In discussing the issues, account is taken 
of the bearing of religious institutions and traditions upon 
social attitudes and problems. Topics vary from year to year, 
but examples of problem areas that have evoked ethical and 
religious debate are: economic and social inequality, race 
relations, violence and war, hunger and poverty, population 
growth. 


Texts and requirements to be announced. 


Religion 333/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
WOMEN AND RELIGION I 
Instructor: Professor Norma Joseph 


This course will focus on the complex and varied world of women 
in religion. In analyzing the role and image of women in 
religious systems, we will concentrate on tribal and 
non/industrialized societies both ancient and modern. Topics 
such as women's ritual experiences, the matriarchy debate and 
goddess religion will be covered. Students will be encouraged 
to participate in discussion based on assigned readings. Please 
note that we will NOT discuss Christianity and Judaism. 


Requirements: Two exams. 


Texts: Nancy Auer Falk and Rita M. Gross (eds.) UNSPOKEN 
WORLDS: WOMENS RELIGIOUS LIVES IN NON-WESTERN CULTURES 
Other texts to be announced. 
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Religion 334/4 - A (3 credits) T.J.1015-1130 
WOMEN AND RELIGION II 
Instructor: To be announced 


In this course we will focus on contemporary Christian and 
Jewish women's religious experiences and religious lives. We 
will ask how contemporary women are responding to, using and 
changing religious symbols and expression for their own 
spiritual and personal development, as well as to bring about 
change in religious and social institutions. There will be a 
examination of the ways in which religion intersects with 
gender, race and class to create the diversity of women's 
religious experience. Readings will include works by Canadian 
and American Christian and Jewish feminists, as well as writings 
of Latin American women. 


Requirements: Class attendance and participation, required 
readings, two essay assignments. 


Texts: To be announced. 


Religion 352/4 - ZA (3 credits) W. 2030-2230 
SEPHARDI JUDAISM Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Instructor: Professor Howard Joseph 


A study of the social and spiritual life of the various trends 
within the Sephardi world. 


Texts and Requirements to be announced. 


Religion 354/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
THE MYSTICAL TRADITION IN JUDAISM 
Instructor: Professor Ira Robinson 


This course will provide an introduction to the study of the 
mystical tradition in Judaism from its origins in antiquity to 
present-day phenomena. The course will concentrate on the 
esoteric Judaic tradition known as ''Kabbala". 


Requirements: Two essays (5-10 pp. a piece) on topics to be 
announced. 


Texts: Cordovero, Moses, The Pleasant Light (tr. I. Robinson) 
Dan, Joseph, The Teachings of Hasidism 
Matt, Daniel, Zohar: Book of Enlightenment 
Scholem, Gershom, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism 


Religion 357/2 - ZA (3 credits) J. 1830-2030 
HOLOCAUST: HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Instructor: Prof. A. Eliashiv 


This course will examine the historical circumstances that made 
possible the systematic destruction of European Jewry in the 
years 1939-1945 as well as the process of the destruction and 
the Jewish and world responses to the destruction. The course 
will deal with moral issues relating to events during this 
period. 


Requirements and Text: To be Announced 
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Religion 358/2 - A (3 credits) W. 2030-2230 
HOLOCAUST: THEOLOGICAL RAMIFICATIONS Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Instructor: Professor Howard Joseph 


A survey of Jewish and Christian theological responses to the 
Holocaust experience and what it signifies for issues of 
theology. Some aspects covered: the problem of evil; suffering; 
the chosenness of Israel; Providence; the concept of God and 
relation to the course of human events; Christian views of Jews 
and Judaism. 


Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


Religion 362/3 - A (6 credits) W.F. 1145-1300 
QUESTIONS FROM THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION 
Instructor: Professor Pierre Hurteau 


The Christian religion is often perceived as one that makes 
absolute claims on the ultimate meaning of human existence. How 
is this to be understood in the context of historical 
development, cultural diversity and religious pluralism? Three 
issues will be examined: 1. the foundation of the Christian 
Church and historical relativity, 2. the Christian perspective 
on human rights and different world views. 2. the Christian 
understanding of other religions. 


Requirements: 2 essays and 2 take-home exams. 


Texts: To be announced. 


Religion 370/3 - A (6 credits) T.J.1445-1600 
DEATH AND DYING 
Instructor: To be announced 


A comparative examination of conceptions of death and dying 
among the major religious traditions. Attention is paid as well 
to exploring contemporary notions of death and dying both in so 
far as we are still informed by traditional conceptions and to 
the extent that, for many, such notions have lost their cogency. 


Religion 373/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
COMPARATIVE MYSTICISM 
Instructor: Professor Charles Davis 


A philosophical investigation of the various kinds of mystical 
experience, drawing data from the different mystical traditions. 
Besides the analysis of mystical experience, the course will 
examine the different approaches to its study. 


Requirements: One mid-term take-home exam, worth 50% 
of final grade, and one final examination. 


Texts: Steven T. Katz, ed., Mysticism and Philosophical 
Analysis 


Frits Staal, Exploring Mysticism 
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Religion 379/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 1805-2010 
RELIGION AND CONTEMPORARY PSYCHIC 
EXPERIENCE 


Instructor: Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the contemporary varieties of psychic 
experience being claimed by persons in the modern world and 
reported in popular literature, sociological surveys and medical 
or psychological literature. There will be experiential as well 
as theoretical sessions and some optional field work. This 
material will be critically evaluated in the light of the 
theories of C.G. Jung, William James and others. 


Requirements: Regular class attendance and participation, 
suggested readings, one term research paper and two (2) 
examinations. 


Texts: Hal N. Banks, PSYCHIC STUDIES 
John Rossner, THE QUEST FOR THE PRIMORDIAL TRADITION 


Recommended Reading: 

The following selected bibliography represents recommended 
reading, but not required texts: 

J. Pearce-Higgins & S. Whitby, Life, Death and _ Psychical 
Research 

William James, Collected Writings on Psychical Research 

Marie Louise von Franz, Projection & Re-Collection in Jungian 
Psychology 

G.N. Tyrrel, Apparitions 

Raynor Johnson, The Imprisoned Splendour 

H. Carrington, Higher Psychic Development 

Susan Blackmore, Beyond the Body 

Andrew Mackenzie, Through the Time Barrier 

Danah Zohar, Hauntings and Apparitions 

Alan Gould, Mediumship and Survival 

George W. Meek, After We Die, What Then? 

Barbara Ivanova, The Golden Chalice 

c.G. Jung, Seven Sermons from the Dead 


Religion 397A/2 - AA (3 credits) W. 1805-2010 
MODERN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY 
Instructor: Professor Michael Oppenheim 


While the course will provide a general historical and topical 
overview of modern Jewish philosophy, the particular focus will 
be on the twentieth century thinkers, Franz Rosenzweig, Martin 
Buber, and Abraham Heschel. We will look at the emergence of 
modern Jewish philosophy and the varied context for this 
endeavor, a context set by both the Jewish community and 
political, social and intellectual forces in a variety of modern 
Western societies. 


Requirements: Glatzer, Franz Rosenzweig: His Life and Thought 
Buber, I_and Thou 
Heschel, A Passion for Truth 
Additional Readings. 
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Religion 397B/4 - AA (3 credits) W. 1805-2010 
SPECIAL TOPIC: FEMINIST JUDAISM FROM OZICK 
TO PLASKOW 


Instructor: Professor Norma Joseph 


For many Jews, the Feminist critique of religion has had a 
serious impact on their practice of and approach to Judaism. 
Women involved in naming and shaping Jewish thought and 
tradition has created a new map for discourse. This course will 
explore the intellectual as well as the ritual/ceremonial and 
political expressions of feminist Jews. The main emphasis will 
be on the work of the major feminist thinkers from Ozick to 
Plaskow. 


Requirements: To be announced. 


Texts: Judith Plaskow, Standing Again at Sinai. 1990. 
S. Heschel, ed., On Being A Jewish Feminist, 
1983. 

Religion 398A/4 - AA (3 credits) T.1805-2010 


WOMEN IN JEWISH HISTORY - 
ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL 
Instructor: Professor Norma Joseph 


Silenced and invisible, Jewish women do have a "herstory" that 
is both different from and illuminating of Jewish history. The 
course will survey the role and presence of women in Jewish 
history from ancient through medieval periods. While offering a 
feminist critique of Jewish historiography, its main purpose is 
to give voice to the stories of Jewish women, rarely ever heard. 
(It will not be a course on Biblical women. ) 


Requirements: To be announced. 


Texts: S. Henry and E£. Taitz. Written Out of 
History. 
B. Brooten. Women Leaders in Ancient 
Synagogues. 
The Memoirs of Glueckl of Hameln. 


Religion 398B/4 - ZA (3 credits) W. 1830-2030 
SELECTED TOPICS IN RELIGION: Saidye Bronfman Centre 
ORTHODOX JUDAISM 


This course will explore the career of Orthodox Judaism since 
the beginning of the modern era. The various groups who define 
themselves or are defined by others as being within Orthodoxy 
will be reviewed as well as the issues which concern them as a 
group. In addition to developing an historical perspective we 
hope to clarify the opinions within this movement on the general 
issue of modernization as well as in such areas as Zionism and 
science. 


Requirements and Texts to be announced. 
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Religion 398D/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1145-1300 
Cross-listed with 
Anthropology 398A/4 - A (3 credits) 
HEALTH, ILLNESS AND HEALING 
IN CROSS-CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 


PREREQUISITE: Second year standing. 
Instructor: Professor David Howes 


This course provides a general introductiom to the field of 
medical anthropology. It is appropriate to students of various 
backgrounds with an interest in the influence of culture on 
health and human behaviour. 


The anthropological approach to health differs from that of 
contemporary Western medicine in a number of important respects. 
Biomedicine has concentrated on disease and neglected health; 
that is, Western medicine has focussed on the treatment of 
physical processes, and largely neglected the influence of 
environmental and behavioural factors on the well-being of the 
human organism. Secondly, biomedicine has also presented itself 
as the only effective form of medicine, whereas other medical 
systems do exist, and the latter cannot be dismissed out of 
hand. Finally, biomedicine has emphasized individual health 
care at the expense, some would say, of public health. 


The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to a 
broader view of the health field than is currently entertained 
within biomedical circles. We shall concentrate on the meaning 
of the concepts of "health" and "illness" in cultural traditions 
other than our own; examine the social and symbolic organization 
of therapy within diverse medical systems (shamanism, Ayurvedic, 
and East Asian medicine); and explore the impact of cultural 
factors on the ecology and epidemiology of disease. The course 
concludes with a discussion of the role of the anthropologist in 
International Health planning. 


Requirements: Two short essays and a final take-home exam OR a 
research paper and a final take-home exam. 


Texts: Margaret Lock. East Asian Medicine in Urban Japan. A 
collection of readings. 
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Religion 498B/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
Cross-listed with 

Anthropology 498D/4 - A 

PSYCHOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

Instructor: Professor David Howes 


PREREQUISITE: Permission of the instructor. 


This course will provide the student with a general introduction 
to the field of psychological anthropology. The main argument 
of the course is that there are as many psychologies as there 
are cultures. In the terms employed by psychologists, the 
principal subjects to be addressed include: 


1) personality development, 2) cognitive development and 3) the 
psychology of perception. In approaching these subjects from an 
anthropological perspective, we shall be concerned to ask such 
questions as: 1) How do differences in child-rearing practices 
from one culture to another affect personality development? 2) 
Does the finding that the thought processes of most adults in 
tribal societies are arrested at what Piaget called the late 
"pre-operatory stage" (i.e. age five to six in our culture) 
reflect on them or on the inapplicability of Piagetian 
psychology to other cultures than our own? and 3) Do all 
cultures perceive the world in the same light, or do they train 
their senses differently from us, and if so what would it be 
like to mature in a culture that pays more attention to sound 
and smell then to sight? 


Requirements: Two short essays in an in-class exam. 


Texts: Catherine Lutz. Unnatural Emotions. 
A collection of other readings to be announced. 


